[ororto Criminal Defence Lavwyers
Domestic Assault * Drugs * Sevassl Assauit = Impaired Driving

=Find A Lawyer/Legal Supplier ~ Join AdvocateDaily.com

T ¢ AdvocateDaily.com HICKS ADAMS LLP

Canada’s Legal Wire Service CRIMINAL TRIALS & APPEALS

HICKS ADAMS LLP

e

e MICHAEL H.G. FORD worresc

{
z 480-677= ORTHOPAEDIC SPINE
4, 161806775 {ND TRAUMA SURGEON

F FELDSTEIN

Criminal Law PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

Tougher sentences failing Providing legal mentoring for
lawyers and firms in need of

tO Curb fentanyl trade additional support handling

By AdvocateDaily.com Staff vl i Rink= complex family legal matters.

LEARM MORE

Although the British Columbia Court
of Appeal recently spoke in favour of

stricter sentences for fentanyl
dealers in light of the current rise in /4
deaths due to the drug, Toronto

criminal lawyer Jordana Goldlist HO@O“RU‘SSLLF
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tells The Lawyer’s Daily that harsher

sentences will not curtail the crisis.
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As The Lawyer’s Daily reports, in R. v. Smith2017 BCCA 112, the
Crown was appealing a six-month sentence given to a first-time
offender for street-level trafficking of fentanyl, arguing that the

sentencing judge erred in principle. www.hodgsonruss.ca

On appeal, the majority of judges agreed with the sentencing

range proposed by Justice Mary Newbury of between 18 to 36
months. However, even though the number of deaths due to

fentanyl increased dramatically in B.C. between the time of arrest ,:
and the time of sentencing, says the article, the appeal was

-
dismissed as the court noted that the sentence was not unfit PatW@ F E Q

“gjven the circumstances that existed when the crime was
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committed.”
w
Toronto
Justice Newbury dissented as she would have substituted an 18- < WWW. patworld.ccrh
month sentence, says the article. < salesna@patworld.com
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As Goldlist, principal of JHG Criminal Law, explains in the article:

“I do not think that anyone who is prepared to use this drug will
consider the possible sentence they may receive if caught with it.

“Anyone who is so deep into their addiction that they would use
fentanyl is not worried about jail.”

COMPUTER &
Goldlist says she hadn’t encountered any fentanyl cases until D' L CELEL PHONE

about a year ago, but is now dealing with two or three at any given TN \RESCUE (WL FORENSICS
time. The sentencing range, she says, seems to increase on a '

regular basis, but has no effect on the trade of fentanyl. o

“The only institution to blame for the current crisis is Big Pharma,”
says Goldlist.


https://www.advocatedaily.com/handlers/go.ashx?a=19&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nrlawyers.com%2f
https://www.advocatedaily.com/join-advocate-daily.html
https://www.advocatedaily.com/handlers/go.ashx?a=159&url=https%3a%2f%2fhicksadams.ca%2f
https://www.advocatedaily.com/
https://www.advocatedaily.com/handlers/go.ashx?a=143&url=https%3a%2f%2fhicksadams.ca%2f
https://www.advocatedaily.com/profile/jordana-goldlist.html
https://www.advocatedaily.com/handlers/go.ashx?a=9&url=%2fprofile%2fmichael-ford.html
http://jhgcriminallaw.com/about/
https://www.thelawyersdaily.ca/articles/2734
http://jhgcriminallaw.com/
https://www.advocatedaily.com/handlers/go.ashx?a=8&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.separation.ca%2fblog%2f
https://www.advocatedaily.com/handlers/go.ashx?a=181&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.hodgsonruss.ca
https://www.advocatedaily.com/handlers/go.ashx?a=180&url=https%3a%2f%2fpatentseekers.com%2fca%2f
https://www.advocatedaily.com/handlers/go.ashx?a=164&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.datarescuelabs.com
https://www.advocatedaily.com/handlers/go.ashx?a=160&url=https%3a%2f%2fhicksadams.ca%2f

“Fentanyl was not designed or created as a street drug. It started
as a prescribed narcotic to treat pain and it continues to be
prescribed even in the face of its unbelievably high rates of Fraud Hurts!
misuse, abuse and addiction ... and as long as people are heavily
addicted, dealers will find a way to sell it on the black market. The
law, through enforcement or imprisonment, will not curb this any

more than it has curbed the flow of cocaine or crack or heroin,”
she adds.
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