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Criminal Law

All-time high custody rate
shows feds still don't get it

Recent revelations that the number
of Canadians in jail is at an all-time
high, due in part to a jump in the
minority incarceration rate, is
another indication the Conservative
government isn't addressing the
root causes of criminality, says
Toronto criminal lawyer Jordana

Goldlist.

The CBC reports the number of visible minorities in Canadian
prisons has increased by 75 per cent in the past decade while the
number and proportion of inmates who are Caucasian has
declined drastically.

As well, the report says, Canada’s prison population has reached
an all-time high even though the crime rate has been decreasing
over the past two decades. Ten years ago, the number of inmates
in federal prisons was close to 12,000 – currently, it's more than
15,000.

"The problem is that the government keeps spending money on
reports and assessments to see how many people are incarcerated
and how poor the conditions are but does not look to address the
underlying issues of poverty, substance abuse, and emotional and
mental health issues that drive people to criminality in the first
place," says Goldlist.

Arresting someone is nothing more than a Band-Aid solution, says
Goldlist, "and one that gains votes for politicians who strive to 'get
tough on crime.' They can now quantify the number of arrests and
convictions in an e�ort to look successful."

In an interview with the CBC, Correctional Investigator of Canada
Howard Sapers says minority groups are overrepresented in
maximum security prisons and are more likely to spend a longer
period of their sentence in jail compared to a Caucasian inmate,
and less likely to be granted day or full parole. He tells CBC that
spending on the justice system has increased 23 per cent over the
last decade, and the growth of the inmate population appears to
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be driven by policy and not crime.

Goldlist says society would be much better o� if money was spent
on qualitative long-term solutions like funding long-term drug and
alcohol treatment, addressing anger management, and creating
job opportunities for those who had the misfortune of acquiring a
criminal record, "so that there may be a viable alternative to
returning to criminal behaviour."

To Read More Jordana Goldlist Posts Click Here
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